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WHY NOW?

• 75% of people globally want 
single-use plastics banned

• 81% of voters in the U.S. want 
government to take action to 
reduce plastic

• Industry has a PR problem
• Advocating for weak policies
• Coming to a state near you!



Voluntary 
commitments 

are press 
releases, 

not progress!



WHAT IS EPR FOR PACKAGING? 



WHERE DOES EPR FOR 
PACKAGING EXIST?

• 51 jurisdictions
• All of Europe
• 5 Canadian Provinces



U.S. STATES WITH EPR FOR 
PACKAGING 

•Maine
•Oregon
•California
•Colorado



THE RISK

• Adopting weak or ineffective 
programs will prevent the 
progress we need

• We have NO TIME TO DELAY 



THE CHALLENGE

• BLOCK weak policies from 
getting passed - they will set us 
back 10 years

• Get strong, effective, 
transparent EPR passed at the 
state-level

• Follow the “Checklist for 
Effective EPR for Packaging”



www.beyondplastic.org/epr

http://www.beyondplastic.org/epr


ENVIRONMENTAL STANDARDS 
FOR PACKAGING

• Similar to fuel efficiency standards 
for vehicles and energy efficiency 
standards for appliances

• Prioritize reduction and proper 
waste hierarchy

• Minimum reuse + refill standards

• Recyclable

• Standards IN LEGISLATION





REDUCE TOXICS

• Known toxic chemicals should 
be banned from packaging

• Known toxic materials should be 
banned from use in packaging

• Toxics have no place in a circular 
economy

• Agencies should review and add 
every few years



NO FALSE RECYCLING

• Sometimes called "chemical recycling" or 
"advanced recycling", mostly pyrolysis, 
gasification, and solvolysis

• Emit hazardous waste
• Most are are waste-to-fuel
• Often placed in low-income 

communities and communities of color. 
• We don’t need to create more fossil fuels 
• Shouldn’t waste taxpayer dollars and 

valuable time on false solutions. 
• EPR policies must make it clear that 

these technologies are not recycling



MODERNIZED BOTTLE BILL

• Best example of EPR today

• Produces clean, food-grade recycled 
content 

• Reduces litter, keeps recyclable 
materials clean

• Creates jobs





MODERNIZED BOTTLE BILL

• 10 U.S. States and most of Canada
• Studies show that Bottle Bill + EPR are 

better together



MODERNIZED BOTTLE BILL

Features: 
• 10¢  deposit (minimum)

• All beverage types; minimal 
exclusions

• Reuse + refill targets

• Recycling rate targets 

• Trigger and/or penalties



DON’T LET THE INDUSTRY DRIVE 
THE BUS!

Set binding 
performance targets in 
statute, and strong 
accountability and 
oversight by state 
agencies, including the 
ability to disband 
poor-performing PROs.



WHAT SHOULD EPR COVER?

• All packaging types
• Residential AND 

commercial
• Commercial waste makes up 

between 40% and 60% of 
the waste stream



Setting fees

• All producers pay in
• Eco-modulated



USING THE MONEY 

• Defray total cost of 
recycling to municipalities

• Financial relief for taxpayers
• Investment in reuse, refill, 

and recycling infrastructure
• Public education



OVERSIGHT AND ACCOUNTABILITY

• A law is only as strong as its 
enforcement

• Ensure lots of enforcement 
mechanisms

• Fully fund state agencies to 
implement and enforce the 
law



This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC-ND

MIND THE DETAILS

• Scour proposals for 
loopholes

• California EPR Law Section 
42060 (3) (A) exempts 
“Single Use Material That 
Presents Unique Challenges 
In Complying.”  

• Recipe for litigation and dely

https://www.foodiggity.com/tag/packaging/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/


TRANSPARENT AND INCLUSIVE PROCESS

• Challenge closed-door 
negotiations

• Request public hearings 
and roundtables 

• Build your coalition
• Include diverse voices:



WE CAN CHANGE OUR PACKAGING 
WASTE PROBLEM!

With good public policy we can reduce waste and 
plastic pollution, improve recycling, and give taxpayers 
some relief.

Better packaging solution exist.

It’s time for environmental standards for 
packaging.



Certain products can 
skip the packaging 

altogether or 
significantly reduce.

REDUCE



There are a growing 
number of options.

REUSE + REFILL



RECYCLE

Truly recyclable 
packaging options exist.



Thank you!

www.BeyondPlastics.org
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QUESTIONS?


